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Governor

Q1: What is one specific pro-business tax or regulatory 
reform you will champion if elected?

Rick Snyder : When I took office we needed to simplify Michigan’s
tax system.  Our tax policy was outdated, unfair, and kept small 
businesses from growing and hiring more Michiganders.  One of the 
first things we did was repeal the job-killing Michigan Business Tax.  We 
also eliminated 1,500 burdensome rules and regulations and reformed 
Michigan’s Personal Property Tax, making our state a more welcoming 
place for businesses and good-paying jobs. In my next term, I will 
continue to focus on supporting a job-friendly business environment 
where small businesses can grow and create more and better jobs.

Mark Schauer : I’ll create an Office of Small Business and
Entrepreneurship, which will provide support to promising start-ups and 
act as a one-stop shop for businesses that wants to get started and 
those already existing.  I’ll also create a Michigan In-Sourcing Initiative 
within the MEDC to provide a one-stop-shop for businesses seeking to 
expand operations and bring jobs to Michigan from other states and 
countries. This governor likes to talk about customer service, but the 
fact is he’s cut positions in state government that were designed to help 
small businesses navigate the red tape. I’ll make it a priority to help 
small businesses through the process of setting up and help position 
them to succeed.

Q2: Access to a skilled and capable workforce has 
become a big issue for northern Michigan businesses. 
As governor, what specifically will you do to address 
this?

Rick Snyder : One of the best ways to build a skilled and talented
workforce is to invest in education, beginning with early childhood 
and K-12 through the university level. Since I became governor, we’ve 
increased state funding for K-12 education by more than $1 billion. We’ve 
invested $130 million for early childhood education, and now we’re on 
our way to becoming a No Wait State for the nearly 29,000 preschool 
age children in need.  And in the FY 2015 budget, we made the largest 
increase in higher education funding in nearly a decade. We also need to 
close the skills gap in Michigan. We have tens of thousands of open jobs 
in Michigan, and many of them are well paying, honorable careers in 
the skilled trades. We have invested millions of dollars in skilled trades 
training programs like MAT 2, where students can get on the job training 
while attending classes to earn a degree.  We’ve invested $5 million in 
FIRST Robotics, encouraging students to look at careers in the STEM 
field.  We’ll continue to work to prepare our students for high-wage, 
high-skilled and high-demand occupations.

Mark Schauer : Education is the single most important investment
we can make as a state. It’s how we provide our young residents with 
the training they need to compete for the high-skill, high-wage jobs 
of the future. I will work to make college more affordable by reversing 
Governor Snyder’s cuts to higher education and expanding middle 
college and dual enrollment. We will create job opportunities through a 
“Learn and Earn” program that brings together labor, faith, community 
colleges, and public schools to identify and train young workers so 
they get the skills they need to compete for good-paying jobs in fields 
like construction and manufacturing. Additionally, we must support the 
growth of high-tech companies by expanding micro-lending, and linking 
entrepreneurs with the resources they need to make the transition from 

promising start-up to high-growth enterprise. My administration will 
work to promote a culture of innovation by creating an Office of Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship to provide support to promising start-
ups. We should also expand lending programs to small businesses so 
entrepreneurs have access to start-up capital to grow their businesses 
and create more jobs.

Q3: The cost of energy is another major issue for job 
providers in northern Michigan. What specifically will 
you do as a Governor to address the affordability and 
reliability of energy in northern Michigan?

Rick Snyder : Michigan needs a comprehensive energy policy that
protects our environment while at the same time ensuring adaptable, 
affordable and reliable energy for Michigan’s residents and job providers. 
Michigan Saves supports Michigan households and businesses that 
reduce their energy consumption, saving thousands of Michiganders 
nearly $350 a year.  We’re also looking to reduce regulations that are 
keeping residents from adopting more efficient energy solutions in their 
own homes.  Becoming a more energy efficient state will lower energy 
cost for consumers while protecting our environment. We must have an 
energy policy that is robust and reduces costs and gives us the flexibility 
to move power around to where it is needed most. It is imperative that 
we have a reliable and affordable power supply in Michigan.

Mark Schauer : Energy drives every part of our economy, and smart
energy policy is critical to Michigan’s prosperity. As governor, I will make 
sure Michigan has a reliable, secure, clean and affordable energy supply 
by establishing a Renewable Energy Standard of 30 percent clean energy 
by 2035, which will make Michigan a leader in advanced energy and 
create thousands of good-paying jobs.  We must modernize the electricity 
grid to make it stronger, more reliable and resilient. I will double the 
amount of energy saved through advanced energy efficiency measures, 
saving money for consumers, making Michigan more competitive, and 
yielding new opportunities for Michigan businesses and workers.

Q4: If elected, what do you hope to accomplish in the 
next 4 years?

Rick Snyder : We’re on the road to recovery for every Michigander,
but there’s still more to do.  That’s why I’m running for reelection.  As 
Governor, I will continue to work to with the legislature to pass fiscally 
sound, on-time, and balanced budgets. We will continue to pay down 
the state’s long-term debt and make sound investments for the future 
that benefit all Michiganders. We will focus on closing the skills gap 
in Michigan, strengthening our economy, and creating more and better 
jobs.  We’ll keep building on the strong foundation we’ve set during my 
first term so that our kids can have a bright future here in Michigan.

Mark Schauer : My first priority will be to reverse Governor Snyder’s
cuts to our K-12 classrooms and universities.  Education is the best 
investment we can make for Michigan’s future. I will cut taxes for the 
middle class by cutting the child tax, homestead property tax and the 
pension tax. Furthermore, I will give companies tax incentives to come 
to Michigan to create good middle class jobs. It’s time we grow the 
economy from the bottom up and the middle out, not the top down.
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