
 
 
February 27, 2015 

 

The Honorable Representative Rob VerHeulen, Chair 

Appropriations Subcommittee on Community Health 

Michigan House of Representatives 

124 North Capitol Avenue 

Lansing, MI 48909 

 

Dear Chairman VerHeulen; 

 

We are writing regarding the FY2015-16 Department of Community Health Executive Budget 

Recommendation and its effect on access to rural healthcare in Michigan.  Specifically we are concerned 

about the Governor’s proposed elimination of the Small and Rural Access Pool and the Obstetrics (OB) 

Stabilization Fund, which if enacted would be devastating for business and economic development in 

rural Northern Michigan communities. 

 

As you may know, combined the northern lower and upper peninsulas are an enormous geographic region 

that represent 36 counties north of Clare. Less than half of those counties have hospitals with OB service, 

and only 1 hospital in the entire northern Lower Peninsula contains a neo-natal clinic. For many who 

chose to call northern Michigan home, their small, local hospital is their only option for any number of 

critical health services including emergency services, physical therapy, dialysis, outpatient surgeries, and 

lab testing, just to name a few.  

 

As a region in the state with tremendous growth potential, these are the services that could make or break 

the difference in our ability to attract and retain talented individuals and families. Eliminating these 

services or closing these hospitals would require individuals and families to travel many miles for care – 

in some cases across two or three counties.   

 

Therefore, as an alliance of the eight largest Chambers of Commerce in northern Michigan, representing 

12 communities and over 6,500 business and community members, we urge you to restore the $36 million 

in funding for the Small and Rural Hospital Pool, and $11.2 million in funding for the OB Stabilization 

Fund. These services are critical to the quality of life and economic development potential in northern 

Michigan.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of this important request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kent Wood 

Director of Government Relations 

 


