
 

March 27, 2017 

The Honorable Phil Pavlov, Chair 

Senate Education Committee 

P.O. Box 30036 

Lansing, MI 48909 

 

Dear Chairman Pavlov and members of the committee: 

 

The Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance is a partnership of 15 Chambers of Commerce and economic 

development organizations from across northern Michigan representing over 7,000 businesses. We write 

today to share our concern and opposition to SB 271, which makes changes to the law requiring schools 

to start after Labor Day weekend.  

 

We know there is much debate about the merits and demerits of requiring schools to start after Labor 

Day, and we’ve heard the many reasons – from extra-curricular activities, to the number of early start 

waivers – as to why some groups believe the law doesn’t matter anymore.  

 

There is no debate, however, that starting schools after Labor Day does have an incredibly positive 

economic impact in our region and around the state, especially for our seasonal and tourism-centered 

industries. The uptick in business our hotels and restaurants have seen at the end of the summer, and 

specifically over the Labor Day weekend, since the implementation of the law is well documented.  

 

As a region we have seen an increase in thousands of additional room nights, and millions of dollars in 

additional room revenues. One area in particular noticed a 116 percent increase over a ten year period 

since the law’s enactment – a period of time which includes the challenging recession years.  

 

While Michigan is a four season destination, not all seasons are created equal from an economic 

standpoint. Summer – specifically between Memorial Day and Labor Day – for many businesses is the 

most critical time of year that determines the health of their business for the rest of the year. In addition, it 

can be the most difficult time of year to find staff, especially in an area like northern Michigan that is 

experiencing a severe workforce shortage. We respectfully urge you to take this data into consideration 

before you make any changes to the Post Labor Day School Start law.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kent Wood 

Director of Government Relations  


