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Welcome to the Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance's new quarterly publication. This communication will 
keep our businesses up to date on the Alliance's advocacy work.  We look forward to growing this service to 
meet the needs of our regional business community.  

The past several months have tested the perseverance of our businesses. The Alliance continues to serve as 
our region's advocate to ensure our businesses can safely operate. We support the wearing of masks to keep 
our local businesses open, keep our friends and neighbors employed, and keep our communities safe; keep-
ing places of employment safe with required screening protocols for employees; basing capacity decisions for 
businesses on the ability to socially distance and keep customers six feet apart; and empowering our local 
governments to loosen and tighten safeguards as necessary, depending on the local health landscape. 

Our advocacy is informed by you, our businesses. Since the beginning of the pandemic, the Alliance has 
solicited the feedback of over 300 businesses from all across northern Michigan to guide our engagement in 
the COVID-19 crisis. We remain committed to advocating for the needs of our resilient businesses.  

It is our honor to serve you and support our region's business community.  

Stacie Bytwork, Chairperson                      Amy Clickner, Vice-Chairperson  
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Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance Partners

Associate Partners

“ONE SIZE 
DOES NOT 

FIT ALL”

The Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance is a coalition of 16 chambers and economic development organi-
zations from all across northern Michigan. The Alliance partnership works from the premise that many 
legislative issues impact the U.P. and northern Lower Peninsula in similar ways. Our coalition exists to 

advocate for rural northern Michigan and move forward rural-centric business policy. Focus is given to four 
policy areas, including rural business development, attracting talent to rural areas, rural and small city 

housing development, and access to quality child care. The Alliance includes nine Partners, seven Associ-
ate Partners, and over 7,000 member businesses from all 

across northern Michigan.  



GET TO KNOW OUR INCOMING VICE-CHAIR SARAH HAGEN OF CHARLEVOIX

WELCOME CAITLYN BERARD
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In January of 2021, the Alliance will welcome Sarah Hagen as the new 
vice-chair. Sarah will serve alongside Stacie Bytwork, Alliance chair, and 
support driving the Alliance's advocacy work. Sarah joined the Charlevoix 
Area Chamber of Commerce as President in December 2018. Born and 
raised in Charlevoix, she graduated from Grand Valley State University 
with a degree in Hospitality and Tourism Management, launching her 
career in the event industry.  

Through its involvement in the Alliance, the Charlevoix Area Chamber 
works toward stronger involvement locally and at a state level to ensure a 
business-friendly region. "It was clear from the start of my role as President 
how valuable the Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance work is for Charlevoix," 
said Sarah. "The collective voice of over 7,000 businesses in our region takes us 
much further at a state level, and then the knowledge, connections, and experience we gain there transfer 
over to a stronger local presence. I'm excited to continue moving forward our Alliance coalition work for 
Charlevoix and the entire northern Michigan region by serving as Vice-Chair of the Alliance." 

This month the Cadillac Area Chamber of Commerce welcomed a new 
President, Caitlyn Berard.  

Caitlyn M. Berard works to serve as a facilitator for connection, partner-
ship, and support for businesses, residents, employment, and tourism in 
the Cadillac area. Upon starting in a new position with the chamber this 
past summer, Caitlyn is getting involved by joining the local Rotary Chap-
ter and Cadillac Jaycees organizations and volunteering as a member of 
the West Corridor Improvement Authority with the City of Cadillac. She is 
growing and meeting her community leaders through her Leadership train-
ing in the 2020-2021 Leadership Class and 2020- 2021 Leadership Lab. 
Caitlyn serves as an advocate for Northern Michigan businesses, industry, and 
economy. She looks forward to connecting with regional leaders to serve the Cadillac 
area and support businesses, residents, employment, and tourism. 



OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2020 4

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
At the end of a legislative session, Lame Duck is the last opportunity to pass any remaining legislative priorities 
without having to be reintroduced in the next session. Historically, during this time we see legislators working 
late into the night to pass legislation. 

We have seen a number of bills of interest to the business community move during this Lame Duck. We 
continue to see COVID-related bills move, like setting time limits on epidemic emergency orders in Senate Bill 
1253 and extending the payment deadline for summer 2020 property taxes in Senate Bill 943. 

Governor Gretchen Whitmer has called for a $100 million relief package for small businesses and families that 
have been a�ected by the pandemic. In addition to this request, the Governor has also made a supplemental 
budget request calling for funds for COVID-19 response. Items in her request include funds for outreach to 
migrant labor housing providers, reimbursement of child care providers, Coronavirus wastewater testing, and 
more. 

We look forward to providing you with information on legislation passed during Lame Duck in a future update.  

The Fiscal Year 2021 budget was passed in September and it included $1 million for a tri-share child care pilot 
project to provide working Michigan families with increased access to high quality and a�ordable child care 
that leverages employer and state support. The project will utilize a model that implements child care hubs 
that work with employers and providers to provide child care placement for employees of the partnering 
employers. The project will have three sites, including a rural pilot site.   

The tri-share pilot e�ort is led by State Representative Greg VanWoerkom, who represents part of Muskegon 
County. Northern Michigan is well represented with the support of State Senator Curt VanderWall and State 
Representative Jack O'Malley. The Grand Rapids Chamber, our advocacy partner, supports the coalition, which 
includes the Alliance.  

At this time, the coalition is continuing regular communication and meetings with the state department 
charged with implementing the child care pilot, the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity. 
Any organizations interested in learning more about this pilot may contact Kirstie Sielo�, Director of 
Government Relations for the Alliance.

CHILD CARE PILOT

POLICY CONFERENCE
The Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance is hosting the annual Northern Michigan Policy 
Conference on January 15, 2021, in an entirely virtual format from 9:15 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
conference will include speakers and networking opportunities for attendees. 

Executive Vice President and Chief Policy O�cer for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
Neil Bradley, will kick o� the conference with a keynote from Je� Finkle, president 
and CEO of the International Economic Development Council. 

There will be a co�ee hour with Michigan Legislators and four sessions focusing 
on the Alliance's policy priorities, including rural business development, attract-
ing talent to rural areas, housing, and access to quality child care.  

All are welcome to attend the conference and tickets are $25. Registration can be 
found on the Traverse Connect website under events. 

mailto:kirstie.sieloff@traverseconnect.com
https://business.traverseconnect.com/events/details/northern-michigan-policy-conference-2021-6106
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/budget/2021-2_Supplemental_Request_709539_7.pdf
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STRATEGIC PLANNING

This past quarter, the Alliance continued advocating for the needs of our business community during the 
pandemic. In October, the Alliance adopted a new COVID-19 framework advocating for continued use of 
masks, screening of employees, capacity based on social distancing, and local input on safety. That month, the 
coalition also joined other business organizations to call for transparent decision-making, keep all industries 
open, be precise in controlling outbreaks, and utilize best practices.  

In November, the Alliance hosted a webinar for all businesses to hear from Sean Egan, Michigan COVID-19 
Workplace Director within the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity on the MDHHS 
Epidemic Order & MIOSHA Emergency Rules. The Alliance continues to represent businesses during this time 
and ensure you have access to timely information.    

COVID-19 ENGAGEMENT

Leadership of the Alliance's Partner members came together over three Zoom sessions in December to create 
an Alliance strategic plan. Leaders explored the organization's guiding documents and talked about the future 
of the Alliance. A 30-60-90 day plan was created with organizational and policy activities to be undertaken 
over the next several months.   

The strategic plan is currently being finalized, and the Alliance is excited to share the final product with you 
soon! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mApWF0KbA7A&fbclid=IwAR0Jgw-MescVNX25ZXcWgzNne-otXCDUznHak0NmmWfUYe2sQodO_gfJRSg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mApWF0KbA7A&fbclid=IwAR0Jgw-MescVNX25ZXcWgzNne-otXCDUznHak0NmmWfUYe2sQodO_gfJRSg
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MEET YOUR NEW LEGISLATORS AND LEADERSHIP 

This election, the Alliance welcomed several new Michigan State House of 
Representatives. These regional future leaders will replace term-limited legislators. 

Please see the bios below, previously published in the 
MIRS Incoming House Freshman Class publication.        

JOHN ROTH (R) - 104TH DISTRICT, REPLACING LARRY INMAN
John ROTH, 56, a Traverse City Republican, is the former chair of the Grand Traverse 
County Republican Party and six-year member of the county’s Parks and 
Recreation Commission. Roth moved to Traverse City in 1987 with his wife of 
32 years, a nurse at the local hospital. The couple has two teenage daughters. 
Roth runs a marina and does lawn maintenance at a local country club in the 
summer. In the winter, he works at a ski house. The Harrison High School 
product attended Central Michigan University, but graduated with an 
associates’ degree in marina management from Northwestern Michigan 
College. This is Roth’s second run for public o�ce. 231-620-5277, 
john.jr.roth@gmail.com

JOHN DAMOOSE (R) - 107TH DISTRICT, REPLACING LEE CHATFIELD
John DAMOOSE, a Harbor Springs Republican, is the founder of a film-making 
venture called 45 North Productions, which focuses on tributes, American 
documentaries, and Christian themes. In recent years, Damoose served as 
executive director of Building America’s Tomorrow, a GM-funded organization 
designed to change the perception of today’s modern manufacturing jobs. A 
Harbor Springs School Board member, Damoose is the director of the Harbor 
Springs Downtown Development Authority. He and his wife, Margo, have four 
children. He graduated from the University of Michigan in 1994 and served as 
the school’s president of the College Republicans. 
www.damooseformichigan.com, damoosformichigan@gmail.com 231-412- 0045

KEN BORTON (R) - 105TH DISTRICT, REPLACING TRISTAN COLE
Ken BORTON, 61, a Gaylord Republican, is the chair of the Otsego County Board 

of Commissioners and the immediate past president of the Michigan Associa-
tion of Counties. He’s the owner of Borton Vacation Homes with 40 years of 
real estate and property management experience. He posts a live web page 
called Snowmancam.com that features a cutout snowman in the woods. 
Bears and deer at times pass into the pictures. The married father of two and 

grandfather of two is an avid outdoorsman. Originally from Romeo, Borton 
studied biblical counseling at Liberty University. www.kenborton.com, 

989-619-4477, ken@kenborton.com

https://mirsnews.com/images/2021freshmanclass.pdf
mailto:john.jr.roth@gmail.com
www.kenborton.com
mailto:ken@kenborton.com
www.damooseformichigan.com
mailto:damooseformichigan@gmail.com


CHILD CARE LEGISLATION

MEET SPEAKER-ELECT JASON WENTWORTH (R) – 97TH DISTRICT
Speaker-Elect Jason WENTWORTH from Farwell is going into his third term and will 
soon become the Michigan State House of Representatives' next leader. Speak-
er-elect Wentworth is an Army veteran, serving five years as a military police 
o�cer and completing a tour in South Korea. He is a former law enforcement 
o�cial, and before being elected, he was the East Central Michigan Regional 
Coordinator for the Michigan Veterans A�airs Agency. 

Speaker-elect Wentworth, 38, is the current speaker pro-tempore and serves 
as the chairman of the Select Committee on Reducing Car Insurance Rates. He 
led the historic reform of Michigan's no-fault auto insurance system in 2019,
 following many unsuccessful attempts over the past four decades. He resides in 
Farwell with his wife and three daughters. 

The full House of Representatives will take nominations and formally vote for the next Speaker of the 
House when the 101st Legislature convenes for the first time in January. At that time, the position of 
Speaker and the other leadership positions will become o�cial.  
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MEET YOUR NEW LEGISLATORS AND LEADERSHIP CONTINUED

KIRSTIE SIELOFF
Director of Government Relations
Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance

kirstie.sielo�@traverseconnect.com

(231) 995-7109

@nmichiganbusiness

nmichiganbusiness.com

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

In September and December, the Alliance testified in support of a child care package, with two northern 
Michigan legislators serving as sponsors. House Bills 5975-5977 sponsored by State Representative 
Jack O'Malley, State Representative Pauline Wendzel, and State Representative Greg Markkanen would:  

• Increase the child-provider ratios for family home child care and group home 
  child care; 

• Increase the number of children allowed before and after school hours; and,  

• Provide a grace period of at least 90 days for child care providers to comply 
  with any new rules issued by LARA. 

At the publishing of this communication, House Bills 5975 and 5977 are before the full Senate. Quality 
child care is an enormous and daunting problem, and it does not have a single solution. The Alliance is 
thankful that these bills will take action and continue chipping away at child care access. Our coalition is 
eager to discuss all options that keep kids safe, help our working families, and support our local 
businesses.

https://nmichiganbusiness.com/
https://www.facebook.com/nmichiganbusiness/
mailto:kirstie.sieloff@traverseconnect.com
https://gophouse.org/posts/omalley-improving-michigans-child-care-landscape



